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JOVERTHROW    OF    THE    EMPIRE

In order to keep up the fiction of the sovereignty of the people,
Napoleon submitted the changes in the system of government to
a plebiscite, which he treated as a demonstration of attachment
to his dynasty. He obtained more than seven million votes in its
favour as opposed to a million and a half against it, and the
Empire now seemed to be consolidated. But the Minister for
Foreign Affairs involved France in a conflict with Prussia which
led to war with Germany. One of the two French armies was cut
off in Metz; the other surrendered at Sedan, together with the
emperor.

The Empire had rested upon the army; when the latter failed,
it collapsed, and it was seen how little it had meant to the nation.
The Paris mob invaded the Corps Ugislatifs&d met with no resis-
tance; the republican deputies assumed power and proclaimed
the Republic at the H6tel de Ville, where they set up a 'Govern-
ment of National Defence'. September 4th, 1870, marked yet
another Parisian revolution, but this one was accepted by the
nation out of disappointment with the military Empire, which,
having started in victory, was collapsing in defeat and invasion,

JCHANGES   IN   MATERIAL   CONDITIONS   OF   LIFE

After 1848 French society, which, throughout its whole history,
had evolved mainly under the influence of political events and
religious sentiments, began to become modified by the influence
of the material conditions of life and the systematic application of
science. For the conditions of material life have undergone a more
profound change in the last three quarters of a century than during
the whole course of the centuries from the days of antiquity
downwards. Methods of agriculture, industry, and transport in
nineteenth-century France previous to 1848 differed far less from
those of the Roman Empire than from the technical methods of
the twentieth century.

The transformation which began to become apparent after 1848

was due mainly to the fact that not till then did the mass of the

nation begin to feel the effect of inventions that were already

known, Machines for spinning and weaving, the chemical pro-
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